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all the cabins, after which the last general council is
held, where a report is made of all that has taken
place, and, among other things, of the number of
Riddles solved. Then follows the last present, on
the part of the public, which consists in completing
and crowning the last desire of the sick woman, over
and above what that individual who has guessed it
has been able to give; and there ends the ceremony.

It is to be presumed that the true end of this Act,
and its catastrophe, will be nothing else but a Trag-
edy, the devil not being accustomed to behave other-
wise. [154] Nevertheless, this poor unhappy crea-
ture found herself much better after the feast than
before, although she was not entirely free from, or
cured of her trouble. This is ordinarily attributed
by the Savages to the lack or failure of some detail,
or to some imperfection in the ceremony,— which
keeps these peoples in continual fears, and in so exact
observance of the forms and details of their cere-
monies.

I do not know whether the devil —according to his
common practice of never abstaining from one evil
act, except to commit another,—intended, in ex-
change, to kill the little daughter of this woman, of
whom we spoke at the beginning of this account.

At all events, she became very ill after the feast,
which induced that one of our Fathers who had charge
of the cabin where she was to baptize her, when in
a critical condition, without the knowledge of her
mother; after this, the little girl grew better. We
do not know with certainty, however, what has hap-
pened since then, either to the mother or the daugh-
ter, who have returned to their own village.

During the daughter’s sickness, a burn that she



